IRVIN BIOLOGY
Mrs. Simmons D165

Jmsimmon@episd.org

www.mrssimmonsbio.weebly.com
Students: For reminders on assignments and important projects text @ec0d6a4 to (469) 425-2886
Parents: For notification on progress report distribution dates & other important class updates text @bioupdate to (469) 425-2886
Welcome to Biology, the study of life!  This year you will be studying safety, scientific method, biomolecules, cells, viruses, DNA, genetics, ecology, plants and body systems.  EVERY student is capable of succeeding and gaining content mastery in this class.  In order to do this however, the student must make a commitment to have good attendance, turn in assignments on time, participate and ask questions!  

 Flipped Classroom

This year all biology teachers will be implementing the flipped classroom model in which students will be required to watch and summarize short videos or narrated power points at home.  This will allow for more practice and demonstrations in class.  Students who do not have internet access at home can request the video or lecture to be burned on a DVD so they may take it home, or they may use the class computer before or after school.  

Class Rules

1. Respect peers, faculty & classroom (being polite, raising your hand, listening, remaining quiet unless given permission to talk, keeping desks and property free from vandalism). 
2. No food or drink (except bottled water)

3. Follow lab safety and procedures

4. Stay in assigned seat unless directed otherwise

5. Follow policies in the student handbook (to include no electronics and following dress code)

Consequences

1. Verbal warning

2. Refocus ( student reflects and fills out a form on misbehavior)

3. Parent contact and/or detention
4. Parent Conference
5. Referral

*severe behavior will result in an automatic referral (violence, vandalism etc)
Bathroom

Students must have their student ID and cannot go the first or last 10 minutes of class.
Homework

Students WILL be assigned homework.  Homework is due at the start of the class period on the due date.  10 points will be deducted for every day the assignment is late.  After 5 days the student will receive a zero.  

Absences

Students will be able to make up assignments only if it is an excused absence. The student has as many days as they were absent to make up the work.  Students can view homework assignments by checking the class website. It is the student’s responsibility to ask for make-up work. 
Tardy Policy

Students will receive lunch detention for being tardy.  After the 3rd tardy the student will serve Friday Academy after school.  After the 4th tardy a referral will be written.  

Grading:
Labs: 40%

Exams: 25%

Quizzes: 15%

Daily: 20%
Pre-AP: You must earn a grade of 75 or greater in order to receive pre-ap credit for the class. To help ensure you achieve this, if any student earns a grade of less than an 80 on a test you will be asked to retake the exam.
Tutoring:
I will be available for tutoring Monday-Thursday from 3:50-4:30.  I will also count tutoring as extra credit so long as the student is putting in effort and taking advantage of the tutoring period.  

Parents/Guardians: Please check parent portal regularly to view your student’s grades and attendance.  If you ever have a question regarding your child’s grade please do not hesitate to contact me.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND THE RULES AND PROCEDURES FOR MRS. SIMMONS’ BIOLOGY CLASS.  I UNDERSTAND WHAT I NEED TO DO TO SUCCEED IN THE CLASS. 

Student’s Printed Name: ___________________________
Date: ________________Period:______

Student’s Signature: ______________________________

Parent’s Printed Name: ___________________________
Date: ________________

Parent’s Signature: ______________________________




                Parent’s Phone #/email: _________________________________________________
